REGULAR MEETING
VILLAGE OF MORRILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

February 11, 2020
7:00 P.M.

A Regular Meeting of the Chairman and Board of Trustees of the Village of Morrill, Nebraska was held on February 11, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. at the Village of Morrill Legion Hall.  Notice of the meeting had been published according to law, in the Voice News, a newspaper published and of general circulation in the Village and had been posted at three conspicuous places throughout the Village limits.  The notice stated the date, hour and place of the meeting, that the meeting would be open to the public, that anyone with a disability desiring reasonable accommodation to attend the meeting should contact the Village office, and that an agenda of the meeting kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the office of the Village; provided, however, the Village Board could modify the agenda at the meeting if it determined that an emergency so required.  An agenda kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the Village office at all times from the date of publication of the notice to the time of the meeting.  A similar notice, together with a copy of the agenda, was also delivered to each Board Member.
Chairman Tony Schuler presided and Village Clerk, Janine Schmidt, recorded the proceedings. The following Board Members were present:  Tony Schuler, Paul Adams, Josh Hopkins, Denise Sinner and Bill Schmidt.  Also in attendance was Village Attorney, Adam Hoesing.  Chairman Schuler directed the public a copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, posted on the wall for the public’s review.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

Chairman Schuler asked if any citizens with business not scheduled on the agenda wished to include an item providing the Village Board determines the item requires emergency action. There were none.  No emergency items were presented for the agenda.
Moved by Board Member Hopkins, and Seconded by Board Member Adams, to approve the agenda and the order of items.

YEAS: Schmidt, Hopkins, Schuler, Sinner and Adams, NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.
Moved by Board Member Adams, and Seconded by Board Member Hopkins, to approve the minutes from the January 07, 2020 Regular Meeting.

YEAS: Schmidt, Hopkins, Schuler, Sinner and Adams, NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.
Moved by Board Member Adams, Seconded by Board Member Hopkins, that the January 31, 2020 Treasurer’s Report be approved.


YEAS: Schmidt, Hopkins, Schuler, Sinner and Adams, NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.
No one was present from the Morrill Public Schools to give a School Report.
An opportunity for public comment was provided.  Public comments were as follows:  Pete Cawiezel reported that evaluations have been completed at the Library for the Library staff and board members.  Pete also reported they are currently working on the Library Accreditation.  Clerk Schmidt reported that the Village of Morrill received their ACE refund and this year the amount is $4,692.00.  Clerk Schmidt also reported that she attended a meeting on a landfill project being headed up by Scottsbluff and Gering.  Clerk Schmidt reported that she listened to presentations on joint efforts such as SWANN, in northwest Nebraska, that has a program that is successful, along with another program, Loup Central Landfill Association.  Clerk Schmidt has asked that Morrill be included in meetings with Scottsbluff and Gering to be kept informed.
Moved by Board Member Adams, Seconded by Board Member Sinner, to Waive 3 Readings of Ordinance D-348 to Amend Section 30.07 Regarding Board Vacancies due to Missed Meetings by Board Members.


YEAS: Schmidt, Hopkins, Schuler, Sinner and Adams, NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.

Discussion took place regarding the Ordinance with Chairman Schuler stating he believes the Ordinance needs to be stricter.  Chairman Schuler feels that being elected by the people to serve the Board means you should make the meetings a priority.  Chairman Schuler feels that being allowed to miss 3 Regular Meetings and 3 Special Meetings in a year is too lenient.  

Moved by Board Member Adams, Seconded by Board Member Hopkins, to Adopt Ordinance D-348 to Amend Section 30.07 Regarding Board Vacancies due to Missed Meetings by Board Members.


ORDINANCE D-348

AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF MORRILL, NEBRASKA, AMENDING SECTION 30.07 OF THE VILLAGE CODE OF ORDINANCES, REPEALING ALL PRIOR ORDINANCES, AND ESTABLISHIG A DATE OF EFFECTIVENESS.

Published in Pamphlet Form.


YEAS: Hopkins, Sinner and Adams, NAYS: Schuler and Schmidt ABSENT: None.

Moved by Board Chairman Schuler, Seconded by Board Member Hopkins, to approve Resolution 20-02 Clarifying that Two Ordinances Passed as Ordinance D-343 shall be now known as Ordinance D-343-A and D-343-B Respectively.

YEAS: Schmidt, Hopkins, Schuler, Sinner and Adams, NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.
Discussion was held regarding and Ordinance for Electrical Rates to Address Residential Meter Rates, Consideration for Clarification on Classification of Residential and Commercial Rates, Remove Dates of Service for Irrigation Rates, Remove Yard Light Rate and Add Language to make Rates for Yard Pumps and Re-Use Pumps Clearer and Establish an Effective Date.  Chairman Schuler reported that currently Morrill has the cheapest meter rates compared to 4 other entities.  Trustee Adams reported that after meeting with the electrical department, they felt it was best to increase the meter rate from $15.00 per month to $18.00 per month for this year.  Chairman Schuler suggested that the board wait until after the 2018-2019 audit is completed to get a better understanding of how the funds are looking before we make any changes.  Chairman Schuler called for a motion to Waive the Three Readings or move forward on the First Reading.   There were no motions made.  The item will be placed on the March agenda after the audit findings are presented.
Moved by Board Member Sinner, Seconded by Board Chairman Schuler, to adopt Resolution 20-3 Amending the Employee Handbook to address accrual and use of paid leave while receiving worker’s compensation benefits.


YEAS: Schmidt, Hopkins, Schuler, Sinner and Adams, NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.

Moved by Board Member Hopkins, Seconded by Board Member Schmidt, to approve Clerk Schmidt’s attendance at Clerk’s Institute and Academy in March, 2020.


YEAS: Schmidt, Hopkins, Schuler, Sinner and Adams, NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.

Moved by Board Member Sinner, Seconded by Board Member Schmidt, to Approve attendance for Clerk Schmidt and Chairman Schuler to attend the NMPP Annual Conference at the end of March.

YEAS: Schmidt, Hopkins, Schuler, Sinner and Adams, NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.

The next agenda item was reports from the departments.  All reports were written and placed in the board packets.  
Next item on the agenda was the approval of bills and claims. It was moved by Board Member Adams, and Seconded by Board Member Sinner to approve all claims as presented.

YEAS: Schmidt, Hopkins, Schuler, Sinner and Adams, NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.
The next Regular Board of Trustee Meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 10, 2020.

The last item on the agenda was the motion to adjourn by Board Member Hopkins, and Seconded by Board Member Adams. 

YEAS: Schmidt, Hopkins, Schuler, Sinner and Adams, NAYS: None, ABSENT: None.
The meeting was thereafter adjourned at 7:46 p.m.


/s/ Janine K. Schmidt

/s/ John A. Schuler

Janine K. Schmidt, C.M.C.


John (Tony) A Schuler


Village Clerk/Treasurer


Chairman, Board of Trustees
